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The Program 
In China, children ages 8 months to 13 years are available for adoption. 
Presently, over half a million children are in orphanages throughout China. 
China's overpopulation has forced the country to limit families to only one 
child.  Contrary to popular belief, China’s orphanages are flooded with both 
boys and girls.   Although the healthy infant program has slowed considerably 
over the last several years, there are many infants and toddlers with some type 
of special need available for immediate adoption.  There are also many older 
children, healthy or with special needs, available immediately. 
 

Adoption Requirements 
China implemented new criteria for adoptive parents effective May 2007.  
Adoption applicants who do not meet the CCCWA qualifications listed below 
will be consideration for a specific child only after all qualified applicants 
have been considered for that child, and the child has not been matched with a 
qualified family.  Please call us to discuss your specific situation. 

 

1. The adopters are a married couple with a stable marital relationship. 
[No single parent adoptions.]  If there have been no previous marriages (divorces), the length of marriage 
must be at least 2 years.  If either of the adopters has a previous marriage (not more than 2 divorces for 
either parent), the length of the current marriage must be at least 5 years. 

 

2. Both the husband and wife must be at least 30 years of age, and under age 55 years. 
 

3. Both the husband and wife are fully healthy, both physically and mentally, and do NOT have any of the 
following conditions: 
a. AIDS; Infectious disease with infective stage; 
b. Mental handicap or Schizophrenia; 
c. Binocular blindness, binocular parallax or monocular blindness with no ocular prosthesis; 
d. Binaural hearing loss or language function loss; adoption of a child with this identical condition will 

be exempt from this limitation; 
e. Dysfunction of limbs or trunk caused by impairment, numbness, deformity, severe facial 

deformation, etc.; 
f. Severe disease that requires long term treatment and affects life expectancy, such as malignant 

tumor, cancer, lupus, epilepsy, etc.; 
g. Post-surgery of major organs transplantation, less than 10 years ago; 
h. Medication for severe mental disorders, such as depression, mania, anxiety, neurosis, etc., stopped 

less than 2 years ago; 
i. BMI (BMI=weight (kg)/height2(m2)) �  40. 
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4. Neither adoptive parent has any criminal history record; they behave honorably with good moral 
character, and abide by regulations and laws.  Neither parent has a history of any of the following 
situations: 
a. domestic violence, sex abuse, abandonment or abuse of children (even if they are not arrested or 

charged with a criminal offense); 
b. taking narcotics such as opium, morphine, marijuana, cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, etc.; 

addiction to prescription medications; and/or 
c. alcohol abuse; must be clean and sober for at least 10 years. 

 

5. At least one adoptive parent must hold a stable occupation.  The family income must reach $10,000 for 
each family member in the home, including the child to be adopted; the family’s net worth must be at 
least $80,000.  The annual income does not include welfare income, such as relief fund, pension, 
unemployment insurance, government subsidy, etc. 

 

6. Both adoptive parents must have a minimum education level of senior high school, or vocational skills 
training of the same level. 

 

7. There is no family size limit for the adoption of a child with special needs; the youngest child in the home 
should not be under the age of 1 year. 

 
Waiting Children/ Special Needs Program 
Madison Adoption Associates was accredited by the China Center for Children’s Welfare and Adoption 
(CCCWA) in May 2005 to help find homes for children who are considered harder to place due to medical 
conditions. The needs of these children vary; some of the more frequent conditions include cleft lip and/or cleft 
palate, heart defects, limb difference, skin conditions, or older healthy children. 
 
Families considering children with any type of medical need must first research those particular conditions, 
including appropriate support groups; obtain detailed information from doctors, specialists, friends or families 
who have children with those conditions; research specialists who offer services in their area; and show proof of 
parental training, experience, education and/or understanding regarding the specific medical condition.  All 
MAA client families must complete a “Special Needs Questionnaire” that outlines their preferences and the 
medical needs they are prepared to handle in a child. 
 
Families may be matched with waiting children through two ways - the Shared List and MAA’s Journey of 
Hope or “Camp” program.  These children are also known as “Special Focus” children with CCCWA. 
 
Shared List - Most of the waiting children from China are placed on CCCWA’s Shared List.  This is a 
particularly good fit for families wishing to adopt younger children or those with very minor needs.  In this 
process, families must complete their home study, USCIS and dossier paperwork and submit it to China.  Once 
the dossier has been accepted or “logged in” at CCCWA, our agency can then search for a child that fits your 
family’s criteria.  When our staff finds an appropriate match for a family, we must “lock in” the child’s file for 
that specific family.  CCCWA regulations allow the adoptive family only 72 hours to get a doctor’s opinion 
regarding the child’s medical information.  Within that time, Madison must submit the family’s Letter of Intent 
and Matching Form to CCCWA through the on-line system.  This process does not allow Madison to hold a 
child for longer than 72 hours.  If the interested family has not taken action within the 72-hour holding period, 
the child will be automatically released back onto the Shared List for matching by other agencies/families.  
MAA cannot match that particular child to any of our other families. 
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Journey of Hope / Camp Program - Madison Adoption Associates has been given the 
unique and incredible privilege from CCCWA to travel to China to meet available 
children and provide 2-3 day camps to get to know them. These trips allow us the  
opportunity to get to know each child, observe their personalities and how any needs 
affect them.  We collect photos and videos that we bring back to use in   advocating for 
families for them.  Our interviews, as well as many videos and photos, have been 
monumental in assisting us to match each child with an appropriate adoptive family. 
�

Families must submit a Family Information Sheet to 
receive information about a waiting child.  Interested 
families must apply to Madison’s China Special Needs Program in order to be 
eligible as a prospective adoptive family for these children. 
 

To be matched with a child from MAA’s Camp Program, it is not mandatory 
for a family to have a logged-in dossier; however, Madison must give 
preference to Home Study/USCIS approved families in order to place these 
children as quickly as possible.   

 
To view a list of our current waiting children, you are encouraged to join our on-line community, Madison 
Adoption Associates Waiting Children (MAAWC) Yahoo Group 
(www.groups.yahoo.com/group/MAAWC).  The names and locations of the 
children are confidential and access to these files is only given to families who are 
seriously considering the adoption of a waiting child.  
 
Travel 
Adoptive parents are permitted to travel after the Hague process is complete and 
they have received a Travel Approval “TA” from China. This step takes 
approximately 8-10 weeks from the time of China approving your dossier. 
 
China supports the belief that an adoptive family should be familiar with the 
child's heritage. Thus, both parents should travel to the country. If only one parent 
is able to travel, it requires additional paperwork and could lengthen the foreign stay and complicate the 
adoption process. Please note that Madison Adoption Associates does not delay your travel for other families to 
receive their travel approvals.  Parents may travel either individually or in a small group. This expedites both 
your departure date and the adoption process while in China. Your total travel time in China is approximately 
12-14 days. 
 
We have a very capable travel organization in China who will make all your arrangements for your trip of a 
lifetime!  Your local guide will meet you at the airport and accompany you throughout your stay.  You will 
have the freedom to see the sites that YOU want to see, adding any additional touring and cities you desire. 
 
Fees 
The total cost of an adoption from China is approximately $24,000-$26,000.  This is a complete price, including 
USCIS fees, home study, documentation & courier fees, visa and Embassy fees, agency fees, CCCWA fees, and 
an estimate of hotel and airline fees for two people.  Please see our attached fee schedule and explanations.  
Madison provides an agency grant of $1000 for the adoption of a child with special needs. We also give grants 
liberally to children from our camp program who have been waiting for several months, as well as client 
families with MAA who demonstrate substantial need.  

Camp Ox 2009  
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Once you have decided to adopt from China… 

 
The staff at Madison Adoption Associates will guide you through every 
step of the process. We will answer your questions, help you prepare and 
complete your paperwork, provide support and encouragement, and assist 
you with your travel arrangements.  It is important to begin your home 
study and the USCIS immigration forms as soon as possible because they 
generally take up to six months to complete.   
 

 
China Dossier Requirements 

 
�  Adoption Application (written by parents) 
�  Home Study report from a licensed adoption agency 
�  Certified copies of birth certificates for each parent 
�  Certified copy of marriage certificate; Divorce decree(s), if applicable 
�  Current police clearance letters for each parent 
�  Certified Medical Certificates (forms provided by Madison Adoption Associates) 
�  Financial Statement (forms provided by Madison Adoption Associates) 
�  Employment Letter for each parent 
�  I-171H or I-797C Approval Letter (provided by USCIS) 

 
All of the documents above must be notarized, certified and authenticated.  The dossier must also include: 

�  Copy of Passports 
�  Photographs (2 passport photos of each parent and several photos depicting family life) 
�  Interagency agreement/ Licenses 
�  Post-adoption report Agreement 

 
As an option to you, Madison Adoption Associates can provide authentication at the State level and/or China 
Embassy/Consulate for your completed dossier.  The fee for each step is $800, or $1600 total.  This includes a 
set of copies for our agency, and for your records.  For Delaware, Pennsylvania and Illinois clients, we would 
be happy to act as your notary, free of charge.  
 

If Madison Adoption Associates is not your Home Study Agency… 
Please contact us for a list of supervised home study providers in your state. If you already have a current 
home study, please let us know as soon as possible so we may contact that agency regarding your paperwork 
and process.  If your home study is not Hague accredited, Madison Adoption Associates will need to approve 
that provider.  All home study reports must be completed by non-profit agencies, and not by independent 
social workers. 
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TP = Traditional Program  WC = Waiting Child Program  
SF= Special Focus Program SFD= Special Focus Program using Previous Dossier 

Fees highlighted in yellow are optional and are determined by the status of the adoptive family. 
 

Fee Category Description Amount Info Due 
Agency Fees Application $500 Due with initial application 

With 
Application 
& Contract 

Agency Fees Contract $800 Initial agency fee payment.  Total agency fee 
is TP- $6500, WC- $5500, SF-$4500, SFD-
$4000.  Remainder of agency fee is due with 
dossier. 

Home Study 
Fees 

Madison Home Study- 
Hague 

$1600- DE, PA 
$2050- IL  

Paid only if MAA is HS provider 

Home Study 
Fees 

Home Study Review & 
Networking 

$300 Paid if MAA is NOT HS provider 

USCIS Fees Application (I-800A) $720 Paid to USCIS With  
I-800A 
Form 

USCIS Fees Fingerprinting $85/person Paid to USCIS 

Adoption 
Education 

10 hours of adoption 
training per Hague 

~$100 Paid to specific provider you choose Prior to HS 
completion 

     

Translation & 
Document 
Fees 

Domestic & 
International 
Mailings/Couriers 

$600 Costs for regular/overnight mail throughout 
adoption process 

With 
Dossier 
Submission 

Translation & 
Document 
Fees 

County and State 
Authentications for 
Dossier 

$800 Optional – families may do this step on their 
own 

Translation & 
Document 
Fees 

Chinese 
Authentications for 
Dossier 

$800 Optional – families may do this step on their 
own 

Foreign 
Program Fees 

Dossier Registration 
Feed 

$750  OR 
$480  

MAA pays to CCCWA.  $750 is for TP and 
families who choose to submit a dossier prior 
to being matched from shared list.  $480 for 
families already matched with a waiting 
child. 

Translation & 
Document 
Fees 

Dossier Translation $300 – TP 
$150 – WC 

MAA pays to CCCWA for translation of 
dossier after log-in. 

Agency Fees Professional Services $5700 – TP 
$4700 – WC 
$3700- SF 
$3200- SFD 

Agency fee balance for processing case. 
Billing statement will show charge of $5700, 
less any grants, for fee due.  Any additional 
grants for specific waiting children will be 
given at this time. 

Contribution 
Fee 

Charitable Aid & 
Development 

$500 Contributes to humanitarian aid work being 
done by MAA. 

     

Travel 
Expenses 

Estimated cost for in-
country airfare, hotel, 
meals, ground transfers, 
guide/translator 

~$2000 per 
person 

Travel costs vary by season and airline/hotel.  
Fee is based on 2 parents and adopted child 
and is wired by family directly to provider  
prior to travel. 

Prior to 
Travel 

Travel 
Expenses 

Flights between USA 
and China 

~$1000 per 
person 

Paid to airline/travel agent. 



 

7/14/2011 

Madison Adoption Associates
1009 Woodstream Drive      Wilmington, DE 19810
Phone: (302) 475-8977       FAX (302) 529-1976

Fee Category Description Amount Info Due 
Foreign 
Program 
Expenses 

Professional services 
fees paid to third parties 
by MAA  

$1500 Paid to MAA.  Includes inquiries/trips to 
CCCWA and/or orphanage on child & 
family's behalf, child updates, translations 
(referral, LOI, info sheets, PP reports), 
CCAA online system usage, online lock fees, 
Hague processing fees, wire transfers, etc. 

USCIS Fees Visa for Child  $404 Paid to MAA, who pays US Embassy in 
advance. 

Post-
Placement 
Fees 

Post Adoption Bond $1000 Paid if MAA if NOT HS provider; refunded 
after receipt of final report or when child 
turns 18.  

Post-
Placement 
Fees 

MAA Post Adoption 
Supervision 

$2100 
($350 per 
report) 

Paid to MAA if post-adoption provider; 6 
reports required. 

     

Translation & 
Document 
Fees 

Preparation of Chinese 
Adoption Documents- 
Notarization, 
Registration, and 
Child’s Passport 

$500-$1100 Varies by province; amount is provided prior 
to travel 

During 
travel in 
China Care of the 

Child 
Orphanage Donation 35,000 Yuan 

(~$5300) 
Paid to Civil Affairs Office in China 
province 

USCIS Fees Medical Exam & 
Vaccinations  

~$300 Paid to U.S. Embassy in China 

 

Grants will be deducted from agency fees that are due with submission of the dossier.  It is part of MAA’s mission to provide grants to help place 
children in need.  If an MAA camp child is also classified as Special Focus (SF), MAA will give the adopting family the greater of the two grants 
available. SF grants will not be given in addition to other substantial grants. 
 
Some fees are a reasonable estimate; actual costs vary depending on circumstances including time, location, duration, etc. All fees are subject to 
change and any fees not paid to MAA are not under the control or discretion of MAA. 
 
The fees charged for authenticating a family’s dossier includes all third party carriers, fees and domestic couriers.  If a family completes their own 
dossier authentication, they must provide MAA with original set and two sets of copies.  If MAA has to copy family’s dossier, an additional $200 
fee will be charged for time and expense. 
 
On occasion, MAA may be able to offer monetary grants based on a child's special needs and a family's financial situation. Please ask us for 
details and an application. 
 

ADOPTION-RELATED EXPENSES (ESTIMATES ONLY) - The fees set forth above do not include ALL various 
adoption-related expenses that the Adoptive Parent(s) pay directly to third parties. These expenses include, without 
limitation travel costs, which vary considerably with the season and amount of time available to make travel plans; Home 
Study (for out-of-state clients); or certification/authentication fees charged by other parties, which can vary greatly from 
state to state. While MAA’s U.S. stateside agency fees will not change during your adoption, all other fees, including 
foreign program fees are subject to changes beyond our agency’s control. The costs of any of these expenses are in the 
control of third parties over whom MAA has no control, and, therefore, the costs could change at any time. MAA assumes 
no liability if the actual cost of any of the expenses estimated therein exceeds estimates.  

�
�
�
�
�
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�
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The Program 
In Philippines, children ages 8 months to 15 years are available for 
adoption. The children reside in public or private facilities throughout the 
country.  The children generally receive excellent medical care but need a 
family to give them the individual love and attention they deserve.  
 

Madison’s adoption program in the Philippines focuses on children who 
have special medical needs and children who are older.   Madison works in cooperation with the Inter-Country 
Adoption Board (ICAB) of the Philippines to identify children who are legally available for adoption and to 
find appropriate families for these children.  ICAB refers to this program as “Special Home Finding” and relies 
on Madison to find the best possible placement for each child.  These children are: 

·  Older children whose age range is 5-15 years old  
·  Children belonging to a sibling group of 3 or more  
·  Children found positive of Hepatitis B or HIV  
·  Children with minor to moderate medical conditions (cleft lip/palate, sight impaired, hearing impaired, 

mild cerebral palsy, etc.) or developmental delays (language/speech, motor skills, etc.) 
 

Children adopted from Philippines will enter the U.S. on an IR-4 visa. Adoptions are finalized in the United 
States, and the adoption is completed through your local family court system. 
 
Adoption Requirements 
It is a requirement of the Philippine Inter-Country Adoption Law that the adoptive applicants should be at least 
twenty-seven (27) years old and at least sixteen (16) years older than the child to be adopted at the time of 
application.  The mother should be no more than 45 years older than the child she adopts.  The applicants must 
be legally married for at least three (3) years and generally, no more than one divorce per spouse is allowed.  
The family should also be actively practicing some form of religion to which they will expose their child.  
Single women are permitted to adopt from the Special Home Finding Program.   
 
Effective November 1, 2009, ICAB no longer accepts families for the Philippine program who have the 
following medical and psychological issues: 
 
Unacceptable medical issues include:  Diabetes Mellitus; Obese (BMI of PAPs should be 35 and below); 
Cancer;  Kidney transplant or any major transplant (heart, lung, liver); Pacemaker/stroke/myocardial infarction;  
Multiple sclerosis and/or other degenerative muscular disorder; Autoimmune disorders; “Risk factors that will 
impede care for the child (e.g. blind, deaf, wheelchair bound)”; and Hepatitis C. 
 
Unacceptable psychological issues include: Psychiatric disorders; Mood disorders/major depressive disorders;    
Anxiety disorders; Substance use disorders; and Sexual disorders. 
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Travel 
Philippines supports the belief that an adoptive family should be familiar with the child's heritage. Thus, both 
parents should travel to the country. If only one parent is able to travel, there are additional paperwork 
requirements that could complicate the adoption process. 
 
Children available for adoption have received an Endorsement of Child for Inter-Country Adoption from The 
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD).  This means the child has been legally abandoned 
and it has been determined that it is in the child’s best interest to make him/her available for international 
adoption.  This status allows ICAB to process a passport and US visa for the child before the adoptive parents 
travel.  The total time in-country should be about 7 days. Madison will work closely with ICAB to arrange all of 
your travel in Philippines. 
 
Fees 
The total cost of an adoption from Philippines is approximately $23,000-$25,000.  This is a complete price, 
including USCIS fees, home study, documentation & courier fees, visa and Embassy fees, agency fees, ICAB 
fees, and an estimate of hotel and airline fees for two people.  Please see our attached fee schedule and 
explanations. Madison provides an agency grant of $1000 for the adoption of a child with special needs. 
(Agency fee is thus reduced from $6500 to $5500) 

 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 

Per ICAB regulations, agencies are not allowed to photo list waiting children from Philippines.  If you are 
interested in this program, we invite you to contact Diana Bramble (Diana.MAA@comcast.net), to discuss your 
individual situation or inquired about children currently available. 
 
Adoption between the United States and the Philippines is governed by the Hague Adoption Convention.  
The Philippines is party to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption.  Therefore all adoptions between The Philippines and the United States must meet 
the requirements of the Convention and U.S. law implementing the Convention. 
 

 
 

Once you have decided to adopt from Philippines… 
 

The staff at Madison Adoption Associates will guide you through every step of the process. We will answer 
your questions, help you prepare and complete your paperwork, provide support and encouragement, and assist 
you with your travel arrangements.  It is important to begin your home study and the USCIS immigration forms 
as soon as possible because they generally take up to six months to complete.   
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Philippines Dossier Requirements 
 

��� �  Home Study Report  
��� �  Application Form 

o Undertaking of the couple under oath 
o Information and Personal Data Application 
o Special Needs Checklist 
o Self-Report Questionnaire (optional)  

��� �  Birth Certificate for each parent 
��� �  Marriage Certificate 
��� �  Divorce Decree (if applicable)  
��� �  Physical and Medical Evaluation Report for each parent 
��� �  Psychological Evaluation Report 
��� �  Written Consent to Adoption by children in the home who are over 10 years of age  
��� �  Character Reference Letters  
��� �  Most Recent Income Tax Return 
��� �  Local Police Clearance 
��� �  USCIS Immigration Approval (I-800A)  
��� �  Letter of Acceptance of the Designated Guardians 
��� �  Adoption Decree of any previously adopted Filipino child in the family 

 
All of the documents above must be notarized.  The dossier must also include: 

 

�  Copy of Passports 
�  Passport photo of each parent 
�  Recent pictures of the parents, family members and home/community  
�  Interagency Agreement/ Licenses 
�  Post-adoption report Agreement 

 
If Madison Adoption Associates is not your Home Study Agency… 

 

Please contact us for a list of supervised home study providers in your state. If you already have a current 
home study, please let us know as soon as possible so we may contact that agency regarding your 
paperwork and process.  If your home study is not Hague accredited, Madison Adoption Associates will 
need to approve that provider.   
 
All home study reports must be completed by non-profit agencies, and not by independent social workers.  

 
Please contact us if you would like to recieve a sample of our Adoption Services contract of if you’d like inforamtion regarding 
the number and status of our annual adoption placements, the number of annual applicants, or the the number of eligible 
children awaiting placement through our agency.  You may also view this information on our website at 
www.madisonadoption.com. 

 
 
 
�
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Fee Category Description Amount Info Due 
Agency Fees Application $500 Due with initial application 

With 
Application 
& Contract 

Agency Fees Contract $800 Applied to total agency fee 
Home Study 
Fees 

Madison Home Study- Hague $1600- DE, PA 
$ 2050- IL 

Paid only if MAA is HS provider 

Home Study 
Fees 

Home Study Review & 
Networking 

$300 Paid if MAA is NOT HS provider 

USCIS Fees Application (I-800A) $670 Paid to USCIS With  
I-800A 
Form 

USCIS Fees Fingerprinting $80/person Paid to USCIS 

Adoption 
Education 

10 hours of adoption training per 
Hague 

~$100 Paid to specific provider you choose Prior to HS 
completion 

     

Care of the 
Child 

Child Care Support Fund $1000 Paid to ICAB for support of the Child Caring 
Agency (orphanage) 

With 
Referral 

Acceptance 

Foreign 
Program Fees 

Adoption Application Fee 
(non-refundable) 

$200 Paid to ICAB as the registration of the 
Adoption Application 

Foreign 
Program Fees 

Processing Fee $2000  
(one child) 
$3000  
(sibling group) 

Paid to ICAB for processing of Adoption 
Application 

     

Translation & 
Document Fees 

Domestic & International 
Mailings/Couriers 

$500 Costs for regular/overnight mail throughout 
adoption process 

With 
Dossier 

Submission 

Agency Fees Professional Services $4700 Remainder of Agency fee- Costs for 
processing adoption cases (Sibling group is an 
additional $4500 Agency fee) 

Contribution 
Fee 

Charitable Aid & Development $3500 Contributes to humanitarian aid work being 
done by MAA 

     

Translation & 
Document Fees 

Preparation of Adoption 
Documents and Visa for Child 

~$800 -$1500 
Per child 

TBD; amount is provided prior to travel Upon 
Acceptance 
of Referral 

     

Travel 
Expenses 

Estimated cost for hotel, meals, 
ground transfers, guide/translator 

~$500 per 
person 

Travel costs vary by season and airline/hotel.  
Fee is based on two parents and adopted child 
and is wired prior to family’s travel. 

Prior to 
Travel 

Travel 
Expenses 

Flights between USA and 
Philippines 

~$1200 per 
person 

Paid to airline/travel agent. 

Post-Placement 
Fees 

MAA Post Adoption Supervision $350 per 
report 

Paid to MAA if post-adoption provider; 4 
reports required. 

Post-Placement 
Fees 

Post Adoption Bond $800 Paid if MAA is NOT provider; $200 is 
refunded per report.  

 
Fees highlighted in yellow are optional and are determined by the status of the adoptive family.  Some fees are a reasonable estimate; actual 
costs vary depending on circumstances including time, location, duration, etc. All fees are subject to change and any fees not paid to MAA are 
not under the control or discretion of MAA.  On occasion, MAA may be able to offer monetary grants based on a child's special needs and a 
family's financial situation. Please ask the Associate Director for details.  	
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El Salvador Adoption Program 

 
The Program 
El Salvador is a wonderful program for families wishing to adopt toddlers 
and older children.  There is great need for loving, permanent families for 
orphaned children, as well as those with special needs and on occasion, 
sibling groups.  El Salvador is a party to the Hague Convention on the 
Protection of Children and all adoptions must be approved by the central 
adoption authority in El Salvador.  
 
The Children 
In El Salvador, children ages 2 to 14 years are available for adoption 
placement. The average age of the children at the time they come home is 2.5 
years.  Adoptive families are not permitted to request a specific gender.   
 

There are many neglected and abandoned children in El Salvador as a result of the civil war that raged in the 
country for 12 years.  El Salvador has also suffered through numerous natural disasters, including earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, and hurricanes. 1 in 10 children in El Salvador has been orphaned or abandoned. 
 
Adoption Requirements 
To be eligible to adopt from El Salvador, both parents must be at least 25 years old and no more than 45 years 
older than the child they are seeking to adopt.  Adoptive parents are matched with children based on age: 

Parents ages 25-35 may adopt a child up to 3 years old 
Parents ages 36-45 may adopt a child who is 3-5 years old 
Parents ages 46-55 may adopt a child who is at least 6 years old 

If the ages of the parents vary, requirements will be based on the age of the younger parent. 
 

A married couple must have been married for at least 5 years. Single females and males are also accepted. 
Prospective adoptive parents must be in good health and are required to submit a medical report and a 
psychological report.  Four post adoption reports are required; every six month intervals for two years. 
 
The dossier for El Salvador may initially seem intimidating.  The staff of MAA is always here to answer 
questions and we will help you get through it one step at a time.  For an optional fee, we will apostille, 
assemble and copy your entire dossier for you; start to finish! 
 
Timing 
The time frame for adoption from El Salvador is unpredictable at this time, but it is estimated to be taking 
approximately 18-24 months to complete the adoption process.  Adoptive parents embarking on this adoption 
program must remain flexible as the requirements may change at any time.  Typically, a referral will be 
offered to a paper-ready family within 10-15 months, however, depending on the family's request and 
openness, this wait for a referral could be shorter or longer.  Families open to older children or children with 
special needs tend to have a much quicker process. 
 
Travel 
Both parents are required to travel to El Salvador for at approximately 2-3 weeks.  It is possible to arrange for 
one parent to leave El Salvador after 4 days, but only if the remaining parent has a power of attorney.  The 
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remaining parent must stay in the country until the adoption is finalized.  The child will enter the United 
States with an IR-3 visa. 
 

We have a very knowledgeable legal coordinator in El Salvador who speaks fluent English and will make all of 
the necessary arrangements for the foreign part of the adoption.  We have received excellent reviews from other 
agencies and families who have worked with this coordinator so Madison has confidence that our families will 
be in good hands. 
 
Fees 
The total cost of an adoption from El Salvador is approximately $20,000-$28,000, depending on whether you 
adopt through the traditional or waiting child program.  This is a complete price, including USCIS fees, home 
study, documentation & courier fees, visa and Embassy fees, agency fees, foreign fees, an estimate of hotel and 
airline fees for two people, and post-adoption reports.  Please see our attached fee schedule and explanations. 
 
Waiting Children (Special Needs) Program 
Madison Adoption Associates is committed to help find homes for children who are considered harder to place 
due to medical conditions, older age, or the fact that they are siblings. The needs of these children vary.  
Families may request to be matched with a child of a certain need, or they may choose from a list of waiting 
children. 
 

Families are encouraged to join our on-line community, Madison Adoption Associates Waiting Children 
(MAAWC) Yahoo Group (www.groups.yahoo.com/group/MAAWC).  Information about current waiting 
children is available in the “Files” section. The names and locations of the children are confidential and access 
to these files is only given to families who are seriously considering the adoption of a waiting child.  
 

Madison provides an agency grant of $1000 for the adoption of a child with special needs. Please contact us to 
discuss your individual situation or help guide you through this process. 
 

Once you have decided to adopt from El Salvador… 
 

Madison Adoption Associates will guide you through every step of the process. We will answer your questions, 
help you prepare and complete your paperwork, provide support and encouragement, and assist you with your 
travel arrangements.  It is important to begin your home study and the USCIS immigration forms as soon as 
possible because they generally take up to six months to complete.   
 

If Madison Adoption Associates is not your Home Study Agency… 
 

Please contact us for a list of supervised home study providers in your state. The home study agency you choose 
should be familiar with preparing international Hague-compliant reports.  If you already have a current home 
study, please let us know as soon as possible so we may contact that agency regarding your paperwork and 
process.  If your home study agency is not Hague accredited, Madison Adoption Associates will need to 
approve that provider.  All home study reports must be completed by non-profit agencies, and not by 
independent social workers.  
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El Salvador Dossier Requirements 
 

�  Home Study report from a licensed adoption agency 
�  Certified copies of birth certificates for each member of the adoptive family 
�  Certified copy of marriage certificate; divorce decree(s), if applicable 
�  Current local police clearance letters for each parent 
�  Medical letters for each member of the adoptive family (forms provided by MAA) 
�  Financial Statement (form provided by MAA) 
�  Employment Letter for each parent 
�  Psychological Evaluation for each parent 
�  Psychologist’s license  
�  Network Agreement between psychologist and MAA 
�  Deed of home or lease agreement 
�  Personal Care/Guardian Statement (form provided by MAA) 
�  Ideal Parent Letter (form provided by MAA)  
�  Agency Accreditation License (provided by MAA) 
�  Social Worker’s License (provided by MAA or Home Study Provider) 
�  Copies of passport for each parent 
�  USCIS Approval Letter 
�  Post Placement Commitment from parents 
�  Post Placement Agreement between Home Study Provider and MAA                                                  
�  Network Agreement between Home Study Provider and MAA 

 

All of the documents above must be notarized and authenticated (apostilled). 
 

The dossier must also include: 
�  Photographs - at least 10 photos on photo quality paper with captions. Must include photos of home and 

all family members.  
�  USCIS Form G-28: Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Representative 
�  USCIS Form I-800A: Application for Determination of Suitability to Adopt a Child from a Convention 

Country 
 

As an option for Madison adoptive families, we can arrange for the certification of your documents at the 
county level (if applicable in your state) and the apostille of your documents for a fee of $800.  For Delaware, 
Pennsylvania and Illinois clients, we are happy to act as your notary, free of charge. 
 

 
 

Please contact us if you would like to recieve a sample of our Adoption Services contract of if you’d like information regarding the 
number and status of our annual adoption placements, the number of annual applicants, or the the number of eligible children 
awaiting placement through our agency.  You may also view this information on our website at www.madisonadoption.com. 



 

7/14/2011 

Madison Adoption Associates
1009 Woodstream Drive      Wilmington, DE 19810
Phone: (302) 475-8977       FAX (302) 529-1976

El Salvador Program Fees 
 

Fee Category Description Amount Info Due 
Agency Fees Application $500 Applied to total agency fee 

With 
Application  
& Contract 

Agency Fees Contract $800 Applied to total agency fee 
Home Study Fees Madison Home Study $1600- DE, PA 

$ 2050- IL 
Paid only if MAA is HS provider 

Home Study Fees Home Study Review & 
Networking 

$300 Paid if MAA is NOT HS provider 

USCIS Fees Application (I-800A) $670 Paid to USCIS With I-800A 
Form 

USCIS Fees Fingerprinting $80/person Paid to USCIS With I-800A 
Form 

Adoption 
Education 

10 hours of adoption training 
per Hague 

~$100 Paid to specific provider you 
choose 

Prior to referral 
acceptance 

     

Translation & 
Document Fees 

Domestic & International 
Mailings/Couriers 

$550 Costs for regular and overnight 
mail throughout adoption process 

With Dossier 
Submission 

Translation & 
Document Fees 

Apostilles for Dossier $800 Optional – families may do this 
step on their own 

Translation & 
Document Fees 

Dossier Translation $300  Costs for translations and 
documentation throughout adoption 
process 

Foreign Program 
Fees 

1st of 3 Foreign Program 
Payments 

$4000 – TP 
$2000 – WC 

MAA pays to Legal Representative 
in El Salvador 

Agency Fees Professional Services $5700 – TP 
$4700 – WC 

Costs for processing adoption cases 

Contribution Fee Charitable Aid & 
Development 

$500 Contributes to humanitarian aid 
work being done by MAA 

     

Foreign Program 
Fees 

2nd of 3 Foreign Program 
Payments 

$4000 – TP 
$2000 – WC 

MAA pays to Legal Representative 
in El Salvador 

When adoption 
is approved by 
ES 

     

Foreign Program 
Fees 

3rd of 3 Foreign Program 
Payments 

$4000 – TP 
$2000 – WC 

MAA pays to Legal Representative 
in El Salvador 

When a 
referral is 
accepted 

     

Post-Placement 
Fees 

Madison Post Adoption 
Supervision or Bond to be 
returned when reports are 
submitted 

$350 per 
report or 
$800 Bond 

Paid to MAA if post-adoption 
provider. 4 reports required.  If not 
through MAA, bond is required.  
$200 is returned with each report.  

Prior to Travel 

Post-Placement 
Fees 

Post Adoption Networking 
Fee 

$500 Paid ONLY if MAA is not HS 
agency.  Covers translation and 
sending of report to ES. 

Prior to Travel 

     

Travel Fees Estimated cost for airfare, 
hotel, meals, ground 
transfers, guide/translator 

~$3000 Travel costs vary by season and 
airline/hotel.  Fee is based on two 
people and their child. 

During in-
country 
process 

USCIS Fees Medical & Visa for Child $400 Paid to U.S. Embassy in ES 
 

TP is traditional program.  WC is for a Waiting Child.   
All fees are subject to change and any fees not paid to MAA are not under the control or discretion of MAA. 
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A few years ago, Bulgaria reopened their international adoption 
program as a Hague Convention country.  In 2010, Madison Adoption 
Associates (MAA) signed a collaborative agreement with New 
Beginning Association (NBA), a Bulgarian, Hague accredited agency 
to complete adoptions of both healthy and special needs children.  
The two agencies work closely together to complete the adoption 
process.  Currently, this is a pilot program for our agency.   

 

The Country 
The Republic of Bulgaria is a small country located in Southeastern Europe. Bulgaria shares a border 

with Turkey and Greece to the south, Macedonia and 
Serbia to the west, Romania to the north, and the Black 
Sea to the east. The capital city, Sofia, lies in the 
western part of the country.  Today Bulgaria has a 
population of approximately 7.4 million people.   
 

Bulgaria has a rich and tumultuous history. Founded in 
681 AD, it was an independent and prosperous 
kingdom for several centuries.  It was part of both the 
Byzantine and Ottoman Empires. In September 1944, 
the country was occupied by Soviet troops and became 
part of the Communist Block. However, in 1989, 
democratic change began. The first multi-party 
elections since World War II were held in 1990. 
Today, Bulgaria is a democratic state.  
                 
The Program 
In Bulgaria, children ages 18 months to 14 years are 
available for adoption. Generally speaking, MAA will 

only place children up to 10 years old from Bulgaria.  The children reside in orphanages throughout the 
country, with care ranging from adequate to excellent.  The children generally receive good medical care 
but need a family to give them the individual love and attention they deserve. 
 

MAA works in cooperation with NBA and the Bulgarian Ministry of Justice (MOJ) to identify children 
who are legally available for adoption and to find appropriate families for these children.  Through 
MAA’s program in Bulgaria, families may choose: 
 

1. MOJ Match – Families submit a dossier, which includes identifying preferences describing the 
child characteristic desired and await a referral made by the MOJ in Bulgaria (a family can 
match with a child with special needs at any time even if dossier is submitted first). 

 

2. MAA List – Families may identify one of MAA’s available children with special needs and write 
a letter of intent (LOI) for that child prior to submitting a dossier. 
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Children available for adoption in Bulgaria are at least 18 months of age, either gender, and mainly of 
Roma, Bulgarian, or Turkish descent.  Currently it is taking up to 2 years from dossier registration to 
adopt a healthy child, and up to 6 months to adopt a child with special needs.  If you choose to adopt a 
child listed with MAA, the wait time may be shorter. 
 

Common “special needs” available include older child (over the age of 6 years), cleft lip and/or palate, 
cerebral palsy, limb differences, developmental delays, chronic illnesses, or other medical conditions.  
Sibling groups (placed together) also fall into the category of special needs. 
 

Adoptions are finalized in Bulgaria and children adopted from Bulgaria will enter the U.S. on an IR-3 
visa. They will also become a U.S. citizen as soon as they arrive in the United States. 
 

Adoption Requirements 
Married couples and single women are eligible to adopt from Bulgaria. Generally, older parents will be 
referred older children.  Parents must be at least 15 years older than the child they wish to adopt.  There 
is no specific requirement regarding length of marriage or prior divorces; however, the strength of the 
current marriage and relationship history is taken into account. 
 

Travel 
Bulgaria supports the belief that an adoptive family should be familiar with their child's heritage. Thus, 
both parents should travel to the country. If only one parent is able to travel, there are additional 
paperwork requirements that must be done to complete the adoption process.  Bulgaria requires that 
adoptive parents make two trips to complete the adoption.  Once a referral is received and accepted 
(MOJ Match) or LOI submitted (MAA List), the family will travel to Bulgaria to meet the child.  This 
trip requires 5 days in Bulgaria, plus travel time.  A final decision will then be made and if you choose 
to proceed, the adoption process will begin in Bulgaria while the immigration/visa process (I-800) 
proceeds in the US.  After both countries have completed the necessary steps, final travel to Bulgaria to 
receive the child and complete the immigration/visa process will be scheduled.  This second trip also 
requires 5 days in Bulgaria, plus travel time.  Madison will work closely with NBA to arrange all of 
your travel appointments in Bulgaria. 
 

Fees 
The total cost of an adoption from Bulgaria is approximately $29,000–$31,000 for special needs and 
$35,000-$37,000 for a healthy child.  This is a complete price, including USCIS fees, home study, 
documentation & courier fees, visa and Embassy fees, agency fees, MOJ fees, and an estimate of hotel 
and airline fees for two people for two trips.  Please see our attached fee schedule and explanations.  The 
fees for adopting a child with special needs are significantly lower than those for a healthy child 
adoption.  In addition, Madison provides an agency grant of $1000 for the adoption of a child with 
special needs (agency fee is reduced from $6500 to $5500).  For a sibling group, MAA will charge half 
of our agency fee ($2750) to process the adoption of the second child. 
 

To view a list and short introduction of our current waiting children, you are encouraged to join our on-
line community, Madison Adoption Associates Waiting Children (MAAWC) Yahoo Group 
(www.groups.yahoo.com/group/MAAWC).  The names and locations of the children are confidential.  
Pictures and detailed information will be sent only to families who are seriously considering the 
adoption of a waiting child with special needs. 
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Please contact Madison Adoption Associates to discuss your individual situation or help guide you through 
this process. 
 
Adoption between the United States and Bulgaria is governed by the Hague Adoption Convention.  Bulgaria 
is party to the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry 
Adoption.  Therefore all adoptions between Bulgaria and the United States must meet the requirements of 
the Convention and U.S. law implementing the Convention.   

 
Once you have decided to adopt from Bulgaria… 

 

The staff at Madison Adoption Associates will guide you through every step of the process. We will answer 
your questions, help you prepare and complete your paperwork, provide support and encouragement, and 
assist you with your travel arrangements.  It is important to begin your home study and the USCIS 
immigration forms as soon as possible because they generally take up to six months to complete. 

 
Bulgaria Dossier Requirements 

 
��� �  Application Letter to the MOJ 
��� �  Home Study Assessment Report 
��� �  Marriage Certificate 
��� �  Medical Evaluation Report for each parent 
��� �  FBI Fingerprints 
��� �  Parental Rights Letter (issued by MAA) 
��� �  USCIS Immigration Approval (I-800A)  
��� �  Power of Attorney (for legal representative and accredited agency) 
��� �  Agreement for International Adoption 

 

All of the documents above must be notarized and apostilled.  In addition, MAA requires with dossier 
submisson: 

 

�  Copy of Passports 
�  Passport photo (head shot) of each parent 
�  Recent pictures of the parents, family members and home/community  
�  Post-Adoption Reporting Agreement 

 
If Madison Adoption Associates is not your Home Study Agency… 

Please contact us for a list of supervised home study providers in your state. If you already have a current 
home study, please let us know as soon as possible so that we may contact the agency regarding your 
paperwork and process.  If your home study is not Hague accredited, Madison Adoption Associates will 
need to approve that provider.  All home study reports must be completed by non-profit agencies, and not 
by independent social workers.  

 
Please contact us if you would like to recieve a sample of our Adoption Services contract of if you’d like inforamtion regarding the number 
and status of our annual adoption placements, the number of annual applicants, or the the number of eligible children awaiting placement 
through our agency.  You may also view this information on our website at www.madisonadoption.com. 

�
�
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Fee Category Description Amount Info Due 
Agency Fees Application $500 Due with initial application 

With 
Application 
& Contract 

Agency Fees Contract $800 Applied to total agency fee 
Home Study 
Fees 

Madison Home Study – 
Hague 

$1600 (DE, PA) 
$2050 (IL)  

Paid only if MAA is HS provider 

Home Study 
Fees 

Home Study Review & 
Networking Fee 

$300 Paid if MAA is NOT HS provider 

USCIS Fees Application (I-800A) $720 Paid to USCIS With  
I-800A Form USCIS Fees Fingerprinting $85/person Paid to USCIS 

Adoption 
Education 

10 hours of adoption 
training per Hague 

~$150 Paid to specific provider you choose Prior to HS 
completion 

     

Translation & 
Document Fees 

Domestic & International 
Mailings/Couriers 

$600 Costs for regular/overnight mail throughout 
adoption process 

With Dossier 
Submission 

Translation & 
Document Fees 

County and State 
Apostille for Dossier 

$800 Optional – families may do this step on 
their own 

Agency Fees Professional Services $5700 (healthy) 
$4700 (SN) 

Remainder of $6500/$5500 Agency fee – 
Costs for processing adoption cases 

Foreign 
Program Fees 

Fees to NBA (partner 
organization in Bulgaria) 
*see chart below for breakdown 

$1200 (healthy) 
$720 (SN) 

Costs for work by NBA in Bulgaria.  Paid 
to MAA-forwarded to NBA. 
(10% of NBA Fees: $12,000 healthy/$7200 SN) 

Contribution 
Fee 

Charitable Aid & 
Development 

$500 Contributes to humanitarian aid work by 
MAA 

     

Foreign 
Program Fees 

Fees to NBA (partner 
organization in Bulgaria) 
*see chart below for breakdown 

$4800 (healthy) 
$2880 (SN) 

Costs for work by NBA in Bulgaria. 
Paid to MAA and forwarded to NBA. 
(40% of NBA Fees: $12,000 healthy/$7200 SN) 

With Referral 
Acceptance 

     

Travel 
Expenses 

Estimated cost for hotel, 
meals, etc. 

$750 per 
person 
 

Travel costs vary by location, season, hotel, 
etc.  Fee is based on two parents and 
adopted child. 

Prior to First 
Trip to Bulgaria Travel 

Expenses 
Flights between USA and 
Bulgaria 

~$1500 per 
person 

Paid to airline/travel agent. 

Care of the 
Child 

Orphanage Donation Variable Optional – families may choose to donate 
food or expendable items. 

     

Travel 
Expenses 

Estimated cost for hotel, 
meals, etc 

$750 per 
person 
 

Travel costs vary by location, season, hotel, 
etc.  Fee is based on two parents and 
adopted child. 

Prior to Second 
Trip to Bulgaria 

Travel 
Expenses 

Flights between USA and 
Bulgaria 

~$1500 per 
person 

Paid to airline/travel agent. 

Care of the 
Child 

Orphanage Donation Variable Optional – families may choose to donate 
food or expendable items. 

Foreign 
Program Fees 

Professional services fees  $1500 Fees paid to third parties by MAA for client 
and child. 

Post-Placement 
Fees 

MAA Post Adoption 
Supervision 

$350 per report Paid to MAA if post-adoption provider; 4 
reports required. 

Post-Placement 
Fees 

Post Adoption Bond $1000 Paid if MAA is NOT provider; Bond is 
refunded after all 4 reports are received.  

     

USCIS Fees Medical Exam & 
Vaccinations  

$200 - $500 Paid to approved provider in Bulgaria 
During 2nd Trip 

USCIS Fees Visa for Child $404 Fee for child to obtain a US Visa. 
 

Fees highlighted in yellow are optional and are determined by the status of the adoptive family.  Some fees are a reasonable estimate; actual costs vary depending on 
circumstances including time, location, duration, etc. All fees are subject to change and any fees not paid to MAA are not under the control or discretion of MAA.  On 
occasion, MAA may be able to offer monetary grants based on a child's special needs and a family's financial situation. Please ask the Associate Director for details. 
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Description Healthy SN 
Administrative Fees                                                                                         (Sub Total) $4100 $2000 
Review and tracking of the documents in the dossier $300 Waived 
Translation, translation legalization $1000 $1000 
Preparation of the application and the necessary documents for registration of the 
applicants for adoption (Dossier, Part I) 

$500 $100 

Preparation of documents and submission to the MOJ of consent and accompanying 
documents (Dossier, Part II)   

$500 $100 

Organization of a medical examination of the child - for immigrant visa: $200 $100 
Assisting with the immigration procedure $200 $100 
Translation, translation legalization, and depositing with the Ministry of Justice of the 
post placement reports (four reports) 

$600 $600 

Administrative and other expenses $800 Waived 
Child Assignment Fees                                                                                    (Sub Total) $1300 Waived 
Case monitoring.  Receiving matching offer(s) for a child(ren).  Submitting to the 
applicants for consideration 

$500 Waived 

Consulting with a pediatrician, psychologist and pedagogue regarding the information on 
the prospective child: 

$800 Waived 

Visits and Travel Fees                                                                                      (Sub Total) $1400 $1000 
Scheduling and coordination of the two visits by the applicants (2 visits) $400 Waived 
Local escort and interpreter (5 days each, 2 visits) $1000 $1000 
Legal Fees                                                                                                         (Sub Total) $5200 $4200 
Legal fees and Expenses $4800 $3800 
Legal/Administrative Fees $400 $400 
                                                                                                         TOTAL $12,000 $7200 
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Donations… 
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FEDERAL TAX CREDIT: $13,170 
 

The adoption tax credit has been extended for one more year and has been increased. 
The Adoption Tax Credit has been extended another year, and it has increased to $13,170. If you complete an adoption in 
2010 or 2011, you may be eligible to receive not only a tax credit of $13,170 but for the first time, the tax credit is 
refundable. Except for the increase in the amount of credit you receive and the fact that the tax credit is refundable, the 
previous rules remain essentially the same. 
 

To see a video regarding the tax credit, go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpHxyoHpu8Y.  
 

What this means for adoptive families:  
The adoption tax credit will not end on December 31, 2010; it has been extended to December 31, 2011.  
 

You may apply up to $13,170 of your adoption expenses toward your federal taxes when you file your 2010 or 2011 
taxes, depending upon the year that your adoption is finalized. 
 

If you do not receive the full $13,170 as a tax credit, you may be getting money back from the IRS for your adoption 
expenses.  If your tax liability for the year of your adoption is less than the amount of credit you are applying for, the IRS 
will refund the portion of the unused credit. This means you could receive some or all of the balance as a refund on your 
federal taxes. (The Earned Income Credit is an example of another refundable tax credit.)  
 

What if I adopt 2 children? Do I get double the tax credit/refund?  
If you adopt two children, you could have a tax credit up to $26,340 if your total expenses came to $26,340 or more. It is 
important to note that if your income is too high, you could be phased-out of the tax credit. However if your income is low 
enough, and you paid $26,340 or more in adoption related expenses, you could get a tax credit and a refund. If you adopt 
three children, the credit/refund could be as high as $39,510, if your adoption-related expenses are that high.  
 

This means that if you adopted two children and the adoption fees and expenses came to $30,000, and your federal tax 
liability was $7,000, you would receive the $7,000 as a credit against your liability; in addition, you could receive the 
remaining $19,340 back in a refund from the IRS even though you did not pay that in taxes. 
 

What if my employer provides adoption benefits?  
If your company has employer-provided adoption assistance, you can receive up to $13,170 in tax-free income. Also, your 
employer can reduce your salary to pay the adoption benefit so that you can receive tax-free income. This is even more 
attractive this year because, for the first time, you do not have to pay a lot in taxes to really see the benefit of the credit 
because you would get a refund for what you do not get in credit. 
 

So if your adoption expenses, including all agency/attorney fees, come to $30,000, and your employer gives you $10,000 
as an employee benefit, which is tax-free, and you pay $3,000 in federal income tax, then you could offset your tax 
liability with $3,000 from the tax credit; you could then receive the remaining $10,170 as a refund.  
 

We encourage you to talk with your employer, who may not normally offer adoption benefits, to consider providing this 
benefit to you. You are permitted to reduce your salary by up to $13,170 and instead be given this benefit as non-taxable 
income. So if your adoption fees and expenses come to $28,000, and your employer gives you $13,170 in tax-free income, 
you will most likely save in taxes owed overall to the State, to social security, and Medicaid as well as to the federal 
government. If you are adopting siblings, the employer-provided benefits can double or triple, based on the number of 
children you are adopting. In addition to receiving tax-free income, you can also receive up to $13,170 as a tax credit 
and/or refund for your remaining adoption expenses.  
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If your company is the rare employer who provides more than $13,170 in adoption benefits, then the remaining benefit 
over $13,170 is taxable. So if you receive $15,000 in adoption benefits from your employer, you will have to pay taxes on 
the $1,830.  
 

When is a family’s income too high to get the tax credit?  
As of last year, the credit began to phase out once a taxpayer’s modified adjusted gross income (AGI) reached $182,180. 
The credit completely phased out at a modified AGI at $222,180. This means that you cannot claim the credit or employee 
benefit exclusion at all once your modified AGI is $222,180.  
 

Both the amount of the credit and the phase out are adjusted for cost of living increases. Please speak with your local tax 
professional for the exact amounts based on the timing of your adoption.  
 

What about failed adoptions?  
If you adopt domestically and the adoption fails, then you can take the adoption tax-credit the year after your adoption has 
failed. So if this year (2010), you are in the process of adopting domestically, and spend $7,000 on adoption related fees 
and birth mother living expenses and the birthmother changes her mind, you can take the tax credit of $7,000 when you 
file your 2011 taxes in 2012. If you pay, for example, $3,000 in federal income taxes, you may be able to receive the other 
$4,000 as refund from the IRS. Of course, you have to wait until 2012 to receive those funds.  
 

What about adopting children with special needs?  
The special provisions for those adopting children with special needs who pay minimal or no adoption related fees may 
still be eligible for the tax credit if the adopted children are placed through social services or an agency with a contract 
with social services.  
 

(Madison Adoption Associates cannot provide tax advice to your specific situation. This information has been provided in 
conjunction with a tax attorney. As with all tax matters, consult with a tax attorney or CPA.)  
 

Filing the Tax Form  
The IRS released a draft version of the form that eligible taxpayers will use to claim the adoption credit on 2010 tax 
returns filed next year.  
 

In addition to filling out Form 8839, Qualified Adoption Expenses, eligible taxpayers must include with their 2010 tax 
returns one or more adoption-related documents. These documents must be sent by mail with paper tax returns. Normally, 
it takes six to eight weeks to get a refund claimed on a paper return when all required documents are attached. The IRS 
encourages taxpayers to use direct deposit to speed their refund.  
 

Taxpayers claiming the credit will still be able to use IRS Free File to prepare their returns, but the returns must be printed 
out and sent to the IRS, along with all required documentation.  
 

STATE TAX CREDITS  
Some states provide a tax credit. Families may be eligible for an income deduction on their State Individual Income Tax 
return if they have adopted a child with special needs or one who is at risk for special needs. The deduction can begin in 
the year the adoption was made final. A letter from the adoption agency certifying that their adopted child had a special 
need or was at risk, may be required to be attached to the family’s tax return. Consult the instructions accompanying your 
State tax returns or a tax advisor.  
 

EMPLOYER ADOPTION BENEFITS  
DAVE THOMAS FOUNDATION  
www.davethomasfoundation.org/Our-Work/Adoption-Friendly-Workplace. 
This program provides information about adoption benefits to employers and employees in both the public and private 
sectors. Funded by the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, the project maintains a database of employers with 
adoption benefits—financial reimbursement, paid and/or unpaid leave time, and resource and referral services. This list is 
updated regularly. As a result of this program, more than 250 employers have implemented or improved adoption 
benefits, impacting 1.5 million employees nationwide.  
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FEDERAL EMPLOYEES  
www.opm.gov/employment_and_benefits/worklife/officialdocuments/handbooksguides/adoption/index.asp Federal 
employees can check the Office of Personnel Management website for detail on adoption benefits.  
 

FEDERAL FAMILY MEDICAL LEAVE ACT  
Unpaid leave under the Federal Family Medical Leave Act is also an option. This act allows individuals to take up to 12 
weeks off, unpaid with benefits without jeopardizing employment. The leave can provide valuable time for newly 
adoptive families to bond with their new child. 
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